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The images of THREE SPACES for TIME are founded in Nayar’s process-oriented fusion of sculpture and photography, in 
which she now deepens as well as complicates – on several levels – the aspect of time. As before, the artist begins by building 
stand-alone and wall based sculptures composed of various studio materials, primarily wood, plaster and paperboard, which 
– through the eye of the camera – are turned into scenes reminiscent of architecture, simultaneously monumental and
fragile. However, where the temporal aspect previously would be visible only in material traces of earlier stages of
construction, she now merges multiple exposures, taken from different phases of the same model, creating
multidimensional visual spaces with an increasingly confounding complexity.

In Messenger, 2020, for example, by overlaying several negatives and using the above method of color building, the artist 
projects an almost Escher-esque world of fan-like surfaces in luminous pastels and purples. As in several other works, the 
space is broken up in a fashion reminiscent of Cubism’s multi-perspectival dissolution of the static object. The influence of 
Modernist architecture present in Nayar’s previous artwork is still there, if more subtle, and another connection extending 
the work back to that period stems from texts on Time and Space that the artist found, written by her great grandfather, the 
philosopher Umesh Chandra Bhattacharya, in 1930s Calcutta, India.
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